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Introduction 


Islamic historian Alhaj Maulana Abdul Hafiz Qazi 
Athar Mubarakpuri was born on Sunday 4 Rajab 
1334H corresponding to 7 May 1916AD at five in 
the morning in the suburb of Hyderabad, in the 
town of Mubarakpur, district Azamgarh. His ma- 
ternal grandfather Maulana Ahmad Husain Ra- 
soolpuri d.1359H [1940AD] named him Abdul 
Hafiz but who later became known as Qazi Athar. 


Athar is his pen name which he used for writing a 
good deal of poetry in his youth, he was able to 
recite poetry unscripted and spontaneously. Later, 
he discontinued poetry. He is known by Qazi be- 
cause for a long time his clan was bestowed with 
the honorary role of adjudication. 


Ancestry 


Qazi Athar’s forefathers Alhaj Sheikh Muhammad 
Hasan d.1398H [1978AD] son of Alhaj Sheikh Laal 
Muhammad son of Sheikh Muhammad Rajab son 
of Sheikh Muhammad Raza son of Sheikh Imam 
Bakhsh son of Sheikh Ali AlShaheed have all been 
identified with documentary evidence, but no 
such evidence could be found of previous genera- 
tions. Documentary evidence of appointment as 
deputy judges exists over four generations from 
Sheikh Muhammad Rajab to Sheikh Ali Shaheed. 


All these were appointed as deputy judges and 
were allocated their respective regions where they 
would be responsible for establishment and lead- 
ing Jumu’ah, Eidain, solemnisation of marriages, 
conflict resolution between people and any other 
contemporary issues facing their respective locali- 
ties. They were formally appointed by the Chief 
Judge of that region. 


Appointment as Qazi 


Towards the end of the British rule, the depart- 
ment for courts remained as an honorary institu- 
tion. In this part of the country, the centre for the 
courts was in Muhammadabad Gohna where the 
man who served as the judge for sixteen years 
from 1250H [1834AD] was the Chief Judge, Qazi 
Muhammad Saleem Bin Muhammad Ata Jaafary 
of Machli Shahr d.1266H [1849AD]. He is buried 
in the yard in front of the Dalal Ghat Masjid in 
Azamgarh. 


Prior to Qazi Muhammad Saleem was Qazi Mu- 
hammad Shah Alam who succeeded Qazi Mu- 
hammad Rauf as the Chief Judge of Muhammada- 
bad Gohna. These judges were contemporaries of 
Sheikh Imam Baksh the great grandfather of Qazi 
Athar Mubarakpuri, who received the appoint- 
ment letters from all the three Chief Judges. The 
writer has sighted these documents from Qazi 
Muhammad Saleem and Qazi Shah Alam at the 
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house of Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri. 


Similarly, Maulana Muhammad Tahir Maaroofi 
was also appointed a Qazi of his locality by Qazi 
Muhammad Saleem. A document written by Qazi 
Saleem addressed to Maulana Muhammad Tahir 
dated 17 Rabi ul Auwal 1258H [28 April 1842] is 
held at his house. The house of Sheikh Imam 
Bakhsh was adjacent to the Raja Mubarak Shah 
masjid, he was also the Imam of this masjid. 


The town of Mubarakpur 


This town used to be Qasimabad. During the 
reign of emperor Humayun in the tenth century 
Hijra, Raja Mubarak Shah bin Raja Syed Ahmad 
Shah bin Raja Syed Noor Shah bin Syed Hamid 
Shah Manikpuri, migrated to this town and re- 
named what remained of the ruins of Qasimabad 
to Mubarakpur after his own name. He construct- 
ed the settlement by bringing in members of his 
noble, religious, and learned clan from Manikpur 
Kada, who established religious institutions and 
remained the wardens and custodians for many 
generations. One of the luminous stars from this 
clan is Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri. Raja Mubarak 
Shah appointed his deputy and returned to Mani- 
kpur Kada where he died on 2 Shauwal 965H 
[1558AD]. (Tazkerah Ulama Mubarakpur, Alba- 
lagh monthly, Mumbai, Shauwal 1388H 
[1968AD]) 


Descent from maternal side 


His mother’s name is Hameedah Bint Maulana 
Ahmad Husain Rasoolpuri, a very pious woman 
who spent her life teaching the children of her lo- 
cality. She played a major role in his spiritual and 
intellectual upbringing. She passed away in 
1352H [1933AD] when he was eighteen years old. 
His eighty-year-old maternal grandmother Ra- 
heemah Bint Haafiz Nizamuddin Saranyanwi was 
a very pious and virtuous woman who had effec- 
tively converted her house into a madrassa for all 
the children of her locality whom she taught, she 
passed away on 26 Ramzan 1378H [5 April 1959]. 
She too had nursed him and raised him with great 
deal of love and affection. 


His maternal grandfather, Hakeem Alhaj Maulana 
Ahmad Husain bin Abdurraheem Rasoolpuri, 
was born in 1288H [1871AD]. An intellectual, a 
scholar, a poet of the calibre who produced opera 
omnia in Arabic. He was also a famous medical 
practitioner, a distinguished teacher, and a mufti, 
he used to write and bind his own books, he was a 
master of calligraphy of every font. He was al- 
ways occupied with the welfare of the orphans 
and presided over a madrasa in Dhaka for a long 
time. When he passed away on 26 Rajab 1359H 
[30 August 1940AD], Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri 
was twenty-five years old, he received a great 
deal of benefit from his maternal grandfather and 
his books. 


His maternal uncle Maulana Muhammad Yahya 
bin Maulana Ahmad Husain Rasoolpuri was born 
in 1328H [1910AD] and was also his teacher. He 
was also an intellectual, an expert in Arabic litera- 
ture and poetry, an avid student of astronomy, a 
writer who wrote and bound his own books, a 
medical practitioner, a comprehensive and digni- 
fied scholar. He taught at Madrasa Chashma-e- 
Rahmat in Ghazipur then at Madrasa Ihya-ul- 
Oloom in Mubarakpur as an interdisciplinary ex- 
pert. He passed away 11 Safar 1387H [21 May 
1967AD]. The writer has learned history from 
Maulana Muhammad Yahya grand educator at 
Jamia Thya-ul-Oloom. Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri 
has gained a great deal from his maternal uncle’s 
affectionate efforts. 


His maternal grandfather’s brother Hakeem Alhaj 
Al Mufti Maulana Abdul Aleem bin Ab- 
durraheem d.1341H [1922AD] was another illus- 
trious figure in this family who possessed the 
same qualities and expertise and was a head 
teacher at Chashma-e-Rahmat in Ghazipur. His 
son Hakeem Mufti Maulana Muhammad Shuaib 
was born in 1309H [1891AD] and migrated to 
Chashma-e-Rahmat in Ghazipur in 1385H 
[1965AD] where he taught for forty-five years and 
served as the Mufti of Ghazipur. Among his stu- 
dents is Maulana Ubaidullah Balyawi d.1409H 
[1988AD] who was involved in Jama'ah Tabligh. 
His second son was Hakeem Maulvi Abdul 
Majeed bin Maulana Abdul Aleem d.1383H 
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[1963AD]. The third son Maulana Abdul Baqi was 
an advocate and practiced law in Azamgarh and 
became an MLA in the first election of 1947AD. 
Despite this profession his religious credentials 
dominated his legal career. 


Such was the religious and pious family Qazi Ath- 
ar Mubarakpuri descended from on his mother’s 
side. He has in fact credited his academic achieve- 
ments to his mother’s side of the family. 


Education 


He learned Qur'an from his parents at home then 
went to Madrasa Ihya-ul-Oloom where he learned 
mathematics from Munshi Ikhlaqg Ahmad 
d.1404H [1983AD]. 


Having missed many classes due to his hobby of 
keeping pigeons, his father disciplined him and 
forced him to go to the Madrasa, thereafter he 
started studying seriously to the extent that he be- 
gan to acquire and collect books. 


He learned Persian from Maulana Nematullah 
Mubarakpuri d.1326H [1908AD] and learned cal- 
ligraphy. Maulana Mufti Muhammad Yaseen 
d.1404 [1983AD] taught him Arabic. He studied 
some books on logic and philosophy from Maula- 
na Shukrullah Mubarakpuri d.1361 [1942AD] and 
other books on the same subject from Maulana 
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Basheer Ahmad Mubarakpuri d.1404 [1983AD]. 
He studied Jalalain and other books from Maula- 
na Muhamad Umar Mubarakpuri d.1415H 
[1994AD]. His maternal uncle Maulana Yahya Ra- 
soolpuri d.1387H [1967AD] taught him law and 
regulation. 


After studying linguistics, he could decipher the 
Friday Sermons by himself. Soon thereafter, hav- 
ing studied further, he was able to analyse books 
that were not part of his curriculum. Apart from 
the books of Ahadees, he has studied all other 
books from Ihya-ul-Oloom in Mubarakpur. He 
began to immerse himself in reading books - 
those that were part of his curriculum as well as 
those that were not. In fact, he had begun to teach 
some of the books while still studying. 


In 1359H corresponding to 1940AD he went to Ja- 
mia Qasimiah Shahi in Muradabad and graduated 
after studying Hadeeth including Bukhari, Abu 
Daood, and Ibn Majah from Maulana Syed 
Fakhruddin Ahamad d.1392H [1972AD], Tirmizi 
from Maulana Syed Muhammad Mian d.1395H 
[1975AD], and learned Muslim from Maulana 
Muhammad Ismail Sambhali. He was also in Ja- 
mia Qasimiah for two months in 1354H [1935AD] 
where he learned other subjects from Maulana 
Syed Muhammad Mian whose particular atten- 
tion gave him a lot of encouragement. 
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Poetry 


Qazi Athar Mubarakpur was a distinguished po- 
et, he was able to recite poetry impromptu, he had 
no teacher in poetry, but his poems were of such 
calibre that they began to be published in “Al Fur- 
qan” from Bareilly in 1357H [1938AD] and “Qaid” 
in Muradabad also in 1357H [1938AD] while he 
was still studying. Later, several publications in 
Lahore, such as “Zamzam”, “Musalman”, and 
“Kausar” published many of his poems. 


This turned out to be the means for him to go to 
Lahore, Amritsar, and Mumbai. He had written a 
poem on the Shahnamah model consisting of four 
hundred and fifty lines which was taken by 
Shabab Company for publication in 1359H 
[1940AD] who lost it. Later, when he became in- 
volved in writing columns and articles, he discon- 
tinued poetry. 


Writing articles 


While still in the initial stages of studying Arabic, 
he began to write articles. His first article was 
published under the title “Musawat” in a publica- 
tion called “Mumin” from Badayun in 1353H 
[1934AD]. 


When the student association was formed at Ihya- 
ul-Oloom which began a monthly publication un- 


11 


der the name “Al Ihya”, he was appointed the edi- 
tor. The association acquired many publications 
on various subjects which gave him the oppor- 
tunity to read and analyse many more books and 
publications. Many more of his articles were sub- 
sequently published by Akhbarul Jameeah in Del- 
hi under the title “Payam-e-Taleem”, and in 
“Mumin” from Badayun, as well as in the weekly 
“Al Adl” from Gujranwala in Panjab. Following 
this, his articles were published on a regular basis 
in “Qaid” from Muradabad. On one occasion his 
name was published as “Maulana Qazi Abdul Ha- 
fiz Sahab Athar Mubarakpuri Fazil Deoband” to 
which he clarified that he was a student. 


Later, his articles were published by more prestig- 
ious papers like the monthly “Ma'arif” from 
Azamgarh, “Burhan” from Delhi, monthly “Darul 
Oloom” from Deoband. He was even admitted to 
some of the publishing institutions. He was the 
editor of the monthly “Al Balagh” in Mumbai for 
a considerable period. Towards the end, a publi- 
cation named “Anwarul Oloom” was started un- 
der his supervision from Jahanaganj in January 
1996. 


Writing Columns 


He has spent most of his life as a columnist. He 
first went to Amritsar then to Lahore where he 
wrote columns in “Zamzam”. After the partition, 
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he had to leave Lahore and ended up in Bahraich 
writing for “Ansar”, he then went to Mumbai and 
started writing for “Inquilab” and took charge of 
“Albalagh”. He was later appointed as the direc- 
tor of Sheikhul Hind Academy in Deoband which 
also published some of his books. Throughout his 
life as a columnist, he continued to be involved in 
education and writing. 


Teaching 


As stated earlier, he had started teaching some 
books while he was still a student. After gradua- 
tion, he was appointed a teacher at Ihya-ul-Oloom 
in Mubarakpur, this is where he taught me as 
well. He taught literature and history at Jamia Is- 
lamia Dabhel where Sheikhul Hadees Maulana 
Abdul Jabbar Maroofi d.1409 [1988AD] and Mau- 
lana Islamul Haq Kopaganji d.1392 [1972AD] 
were teachers. 


He also taught in Mumbai. When he visited Deo- 
band occasionally for a few weeks at a time each 
year, the students there would learn some books 
from him. When I visited Deoband in Muharram 
1411H [1990AD], I saw him teaching some stu- 
dents in a room adjacent to the guesthouse. Edu- 
cation was a source of spiritual contentment for 
him. He built and established Al Jame’at-ul- 
Hejaziah in Mubarakpur. 


13 


Sermonising 


He was an avid speaker in reformation move- 
ments, religious conferences, political stages, and 
programmes at schools. He had a soft voice and 
spoke fast which meant one had to pay attention 
to him, his speeches were interesting and effec- 
tive. Prior to partition, he would speak very pas- 
sionately against colonial powers from the plat- 
form of Jamiatul Ulama. 


Authorship 


His achievements in authoring and compiling 
brought him fame and recognition not only from 
India but from all around the world. Many great 
scholars were amazed at his achievements in this 
field. He wrote five books while still studying. 
Four years prior to graduation in 1355H [1936AD] 
he wrote his first book in Arabic language. Below 
is a list of his books, the first five were written 
while he was still a studying: 


1. Sharah Khairuzzad Fi Sharah Banat Sa'ad. 
This exists in his library as an unpublished 
work. 

2. Mir-atul Ilm. Another unpublished book in 
Arabic. 

3. Aimmah Arab’ah. This was taken by Sultan 
Company in Mumbai, the owner then mi- 
grated to Pakistan and its whereabouts is un- 


14 


9 go N G 


11. 
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13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


known. Therefore, he wrote the entire book 
again which was published by Sheikhul 
Hind Academy. 

Assaalehaat was a book written about exem- 
plary events relating to the sahabiyat and 
given to Malik Deen Muhammad of Kash- 
miri Bazar in Lahore for publication, but its 
whereabouts is unknown. 

As-hab Suffah was another book which was 
lost. It was given to Shabab Company in 
Mumbai for publication and its whereabouts 
is unknown. 

Rijal-us-Sind wal-Hind (Arabic) 

Al Iqdussameen (Arabic) 

Sharah Jawaharul Osool (Arabic) 

Al Hind Fi Ahdil Abbaseen (Arabic) 

Arab wa Hind Ahde Risalat Mein. This book 
was translated into Arabic by a famous 
scholar of Egypt Dr Abdul Aziz Izzat Abdul 
Jaleel, and published in Egypt as Al Arab 
Wal Hind Fi Ahdir Risalah. 

Hindustan mein Arabon ki Hokoomaten. 
Another book translated by Dr Abdul Aziz 
Izzat Abdul Jaleel and published in Egypt as 
Al Hokoomat ul Arabiyah Fil Hind. 

Islami Hind Ki Azmat-e-Raftah 
Khilafat-e-Rashidah aur Hindustan 
Khilafat-e-Bani Umaiyah aur Hindustan 
Ma-asir-o-Ma-‘arif 

Ta’leemi wa Tableeghi Sargarmiya Ahd-e- 
Salaf mein 
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17. Ali wa Husain 

18. Islami Nizam-e-Zindagi 

19. Musalman 

20. Tabagqat-ul-Hujjaj 

21. Hajj Ke Baad 

22. Ma-‘arif-ul-Quran 

23. Afadat-e-Hasan Basri 

24. Tazkerah Ulama Mubarakpur 

25. Aimmah Arba’ah 

26. Banat-e-Islam ki Deeni wa Ilmi Khidmaat 
27. Khairul Qoroon ki Darsgaahen 

28. Khilafat-e-Abbasiyah aur Hindustan 
29. Tadween Sair-o-Mughazi 

30. Islami Shadi 


Pakistan Government award 


Five of his books were published in Egypt, and 
five others were published by a Pakistani semi- 
governmental organisation called Tanzeem Fikr o 
Nazar Sindh in 1986AD. They invited the author 
to launch these books. An elaborate event was 
held under the presidency of the Chief Minister of 
Sindh attended by many academics, intellectuals, 
and research scholars. Pakistan acknowledged the 
achievements of Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri and be- 
stowed on him the title of “Muhsin-e-Sindh”. He 
has attended many programmes in Pakistan. The 
President of Pakistan also acknowledged him and 
bestowed gifts. His books are considered an au- 
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thority about relations between India-Pakistan 
and the Arab world and are taken as a work of 
reference by researchers. 


India Government award 


On 16 March 1985, the President of India Gyani 
Zail Singh bestowed an award in recognition of 
his works. [Author pays tribute through a poem 
in Urdu]. 


Qazi library 


He has written that “the desire to acquire 
knowledge was such that I was constantly think- 
ing of acquiring the highest level of education 
from Azhar university, however, I later compen- 
sated for my inability to fulfil my desire by con- 
verting my house and my madrasa into Azhar, 
Zaitoon, and Cordoba universities, and madrasa 
Nizamiyah and Muntasariyah. I was constantly 
visualising myself in the learning centres of Bagh- 
dad and Bukhara, Andalusia and Grenada, as well 
as famous old learning centres imagining the 
teachers and students gathered together, and I 
would visualise myself reaping benefits from 
these.” 


He had begun collecting Urdu books while still 
studying, he writes in his autobiography that my 
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interest in books led to a fine collection of 
“ammahatul kutub” (works of reference) in my 
personal library which now contain so many 
unique and rare Arabic books and publications 
that I am constrained for space in my library. This 
is the library in which he sat to pen such wonder- 
ous works that is now before the world to see. 
There are many books which are handwritten by 
him. In fact, I have benefited from some of these 
rare books from his library. 


Hardship and prosperity 


His life began in a great deal of hardship. He was 
eighteen years old when his mother passed away 
leaving behind three brothers and a sister of 
whom he was the eldest. His father started travel- 
ling in search for work. They considered stopping 
his studies and getting him into work to support 
the family, but he was committed to his studies 
while assisting in the running of the household at 
the same time. He started binding books to fund 
his collection of books and would purchase the 
tools and material from Azamgarh where he trav- 
elled to on foot. 


It was due to financial constraints that he was un- 
able to travel for education. He could only travel 
to Muradabad to complete his studies of Hadees 
where he spent a year in 1359H [1940AD]. He 
spent most part of his life in such hardship, he 
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made a career out of writing articles and columns 
to quench his thirst for knowledge. Later in life, 
Allah bestowed ease on him, he performed Hajj 
many times and was considered among the pros- 
perous people of his town. 


Visual Impairment 


He became visually impaired from a young age 
and used corrective lenses. He could read while 
holding the books very close to his eyes and 
wrote the same way. Despite this, he attained 
such extraordinary feats in research and author- 
ship. 


Simplicity and grace 


Maulana used to meet everyone with grace and 
compassion and conducted himself with people 
according to their age and standing. He was a 
very hospitable man who would immediately ar- 
range for foods to visitors no matter the time of 
the day and would insist that the guest eat with 
him. In addition to practising simplicity, he was 
also very neat and tidy as could be seen from the 
way his library was set up. 
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Dairah Milliyah 


He established an institution called Dairah Milli- 
yah in Mubarakpur for printing and publication 
of his books, some of his books were published by 
Dairah Milliyah. In addition to his, his books were 
published by Nadwatul Musannefeen in Delhi, 
Sheikhul Hind Academy in Deoband and some 
from Cairo and Mumbai. 


Jamee’at-ul-Ulama 


Maulana always had a strong affiliation with 
Jameeat-ul-Ulama Hind. He had also been the 
president of the state’s religious education board 
of Jameeat-ul-Ulama Maharashtra. In addition to 
this, he had always maintained a strong affiliation 
with the senior members of Darul Oloom Deo- 
band. 


Illness 


He had some infection in his nostrils which was 
operated on in Azamgarh, this was followed by 
excessive weakness and fever over the following 
months. I visited him at the end of Jamadiul 
Ukhra 1416H [1995AD] then again on 9 Shaban 
and again on 22 Muharram 1417H [9 June 
1996AD]. 
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On each occasion I found him to be high spirited 
and he spoke to me at length. He took some books 
off the shelf to show me. I told him I would like to 
compile something for his biography, he said 
some materials are already available, and there 
are some important letters from Cairo in Arabic 
which need to be compiled. He told me when he 
feels better, he would call me over to Mubarakpur 
for a few days to work on this with him. 


I had written a book called “Seeraturrasool” and 
requested him to write a few words to be included 
in it as an introduction, he expressed a great deal 
of happiness at this and promised to write some- 
thing. After some time, I wrote a letter to him to 
remind him of this to which I received the follow- 


ing reply: 
“Dearest 


Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa Barakatuh 

I have been thinking lately about how to fulfil the 
promise I made to you and received your letter about it. 
Regretfully, I am not yet able to do this, this time I am 
incapable of writing this for your book even though it 
would been a pleasure for me to do so. Pray for my 
health. 


Wassalam 
Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri” 
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Demise 


The day of Sunday 27 Safar 1417H corresponding 
to 14 July 1996AD had passed, at ten o’clock in the 
night he passed away. The following day Monday 
at three in the afternoon, his janazah prayer was 
[held in Mubarakpur] led by Mufti Abul Qasim, 
Sheikhul Hadees Jamia Islamia Banaras and shura 
member of Darul Oloom Deoband. In addition to 
the masses of public the janazah was attended by 
scholars from Banaras, Jaunpur, Azamgarh, 
Ghazipur, Gorakhpur and many other surround- 
ing areas. 
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